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Reflecting on 2018, Looking Ahead to 2019 

Out with the old, In 
with the New 

Since it’s inception in Jan-
uary 2014, we have been 
meeting in a space located 
at the back parking lot of 
The Fellowship Hutto 
Church and were able to 
get grounded and start 
meeting the needs of our 
youth.  That little blue building, with no plumbing, became the 
place we were able to offer healing, the place that allowed us to 
grow and continue impacting our young people. While we were so 
appreciative of our time at The Fellowship, we recognized our need 
to find a bigger space that would allow us to continue to grow.   

In the spring of 2018, The City of Hutto offered us a space that 
would allow us to grow and see our dream for our next phase come 
to life! So we got 
to work and 
started the pro-
cess.  In Novem-
ber, we moved 
into our new 
home, formerly 
known as The 
Saul House and 
have been hard at work making it our own space. We are looking 
forward to what this new place will allow!  

4th Annual Night at the 
Races Scholarships & Pro-
grams Fundraiser 

Our first opportunity to in-
vite people into our new 
space was at our fall fund-
raiser.  This year’s fundrais-
er turned out to be our most 
successful one to date.  A 
special thanks to all of our 
sponsors for the night, eve-
ryone who bought tickets, 
who bid on auction items, 

named horses and came our to have some fun with us! Thank 
you to the fabulous auctioneer, Ben Garner, who engaged the 
audience and created such a great experience during our live 
auction. Pictured are some of our big winners; a house in France 
for a week, a lottery wreath and a guided hunting trip. Thanks to 
everyone’s generosity, we will be able to more than double our 
scholarships awarded this coming spring.  

So, What’s happen-
ing at the Sandbox 
now…  

Volunteers from the 
DFI Team came in 
over a period of a cou-
ple months and wrap-
ping up with one full 
work day to give us 
some incredible touch-
es to make our kids feel 
more at home. A group 
of about 30 people 
came in with one mis-
sion, to create a top 
notch space that kids 
would enjoy, the staff 
would be proud to call 
home and the volunteers could walk away knowing they contribut-
ed in a mighty way to the lives of young people. And that is exactly 
what they did!  By the time the day was done we stopped and re-
flected on all that was accomplished, from new shutters on the 
front of the house, to yards full of freshly laid mulch, to projectors 
being installed and technology upgraded and set up, to a first class 
sand volleyball court. One of our students says, “I just love it here. 
I want to move here.” We will count that as a blessing and confirm-
ing our heart to create an environment where kids feel safe, valued, 
heard and have fun.  Thank you doesn’t seem sufficient to this DFI 
team of volunteers, all the contractors and donations of material!  

With all of these improvements and additions, we are ready to ex-
pand! Looking ahead, we are hoping to add a “Coffee House” 
night, a dedicated homework/tutoring night and more speaking 
engagements including our “Be Honest, Be Kind, Speak Up” mes-
sage, as well as, our Teens4Teens Training. NONE of this is possi- 

See Page 2 

“We must find time to stop and thank the people who make a difference in our lives.”  



ble without your thoughtfulness and consideration to our cause! At-
tached you will find a “Giving Card” and en-
velope should you desire to help us in continu-
ing to meet our mission and reach the young 
people in our community! While consistent monthly and 

one time donations are the sources that sustain us, we do have oppor-
tunities for HEB gift cards, ping pong table, coffee shop items and 
much more! “A kind gesture can reach a wound that only compas-
sion can heal.” Steve Maraboli Your constant kindness and gener-
osity spreads so much further than we could ever imagine! You are 
a part of healing hearts and creating opportunities.  
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Meet our Board Member 
How long have you been with the 
Sandbox? 
I am an original board member and 
have been serving since the inception 
of the Sandbox. 
 
Tell us about yourself and your fami-
ly: 
My husband and I are originally from 
Ohio, but got to Texas as soon as we 
could!  
We have two children; Iain and Made-
lyn, who both served on the Teen Com-
mittee and graduates of the Hutto High School Class of 2018.  
I am an Army wife of 25 years and an Army veteran. I currently 
work in the administrative office at Hutto ISD.  
 
How has the Sandbox impacted your family? 
Both of my kids received tutoring at Grades & Grub and com-
pletely credit that for being able to pass Algebra and Pre-Cal.  My 
husband started and is the head coach of the Hippo Wrestling 
Club which is under the Sandbox umbrella.  He sees, on a daily 
basis, the positive impact the programs have on teens in our 
area in building them up in confidence, intellect and social skills. 
My favorite part is seeing and hearing about the changes some 
of our teens have made since becoming involved with the Sand-
box.  Some have made new friends they never thought they 
would, many have bettered their grades, others have become 

more comfortable in their own skin and have opened up and let 
us adults into their world so we have a better understanding of 
what they are going through.  Seeing them realize their own 
worth and that they matter and can make an impact just by be-
ing themselves is an incredible blessing.  
 
What are your hobbies? 
As you may have guessed from my photo, I love horses.  This is 
my ‘baby’ Zeuss, whom I’ve had for six years.  We compete in 
dressage and can be found in my ‘happy place’, the barn several 
times a week.  
 
How would you encourage others to get involved with a non-
profit? 
My advice would be to first figure out what is important to you.  
What do you believe in or are passionate about?  Do you see a 
need for change and is there something you can do to help bring 
about that change?  What are your past experiences and how 
could they possible help others? Then look for organizations that 
serve that need.  Call, visit, attend one or two of their events, talk 
to other volunteers, the organizers and if possible those that ben-
efit from the programs.  Sometimes people hesitate to volunteer 
because they feel they don't have huge blocks of time to dedicate 
or they don' t have a specific talent to lend, but honestly, if you 
have 30 minutes, even if only once every couple of weeks, that 
time is appreciated and more often than not no specific talent 
other than just being there as a helping presence or extra set of 
hands is all that is asked, but so very much appreciated.  So I say, 
just serve - your heart and soul will be better for it!  

Lynne Smith 

Teen Center (cont…) 
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This year, at the prompting of a conversation initiated by a group of 
students, we kicked off a new kind of initiative. 
This student led group’s vision is to spread kind-
ness and impact peers, teachers and staff posi-
tively through random acts of kindness and pur-
poseful conversation. “We wanted a way to show 
our teachers that we do care about them and 
what they are doing and way to show our peers 
that we all have the ability to be kind and change 
someone’s day.”  says Sophomore, Hayden Lo-
giudice.  

The students kicked off this initiative by provid-
ing a pancake breakfast for the staff before the 
start of the school year.  Next, they all adorned 
matching shirts and hit the halls of the high 
school holding doors open, picking up litter, 
asking teachers if they needed help and just gen-
uinely being kind to the people around them.  This started with 6 
students.  By the next month, the ripple effect quickly caught and the 
group added two staff members and six additional students.  For 
their next project, they put together and personally passed out grati-
tude bags to each of the staff members at the high school with a note 
attached letting them know how much they are appreciated.   

The students have mapped out a plan for the remainder of the school 
year of projects they anticipate doing for their peers and the staff.  

They applied for a student leadership grant with the Hutto Educa-
tion Foundation to help them with the costs and will seek business 
sponsors and donations to sustain the program that they believe will 

create a wave within their school. The students meet once a month 
and do a service project once a month.  All high 
school students are welcome and encouraged to 
participate. Contact blogiudice1121@gmail.com 
for more information.  

 

Anyone can be kind and being kind can change 
someone’s day, in fact can change someone’s 

life!   

 

#bhbksu 
The hashtag is our message,  

Be Honest, Be Kind, Speak UP 

 

 

#bhbksu High School Group spreading kindness 

Lowe’s Gives Back—in a mighty way!  

The team members at the Lowe’s in Hutto selected 

our non-profit as their service project for this year 

and we are forever grateful! They came out over a 

matter of a couple months, built benches, picnic ta-

bles and a fire pit. They also installed landscaping, 

new smoke detectors and some inside doors. Thank 

you for sharing your time, talent and treasure with 

us!  



A Few UPCOMING EVENTS  

 december  

Tuesdays 

MS Grades & Grub 
4:30 - 7:30 PM 

12/18/18 MS Christmas Party  

Bring a friend and a $2 gift to exchange 
12/21/18 Christmas Movie by the fire 7-9pm 

Thursdays 

HS Grades & Grub 

4:30 - 7:30 PM 

12/20/18 HS Christmas Party  

Bring a friend and a $2 gift to exchange 
Happy Holidays!  

 
 

 
 

   

middle schoolers catch a ride  

on Tuesdays to the sandbox to 

eat! study! hang out!  

Check our website and Facebook page for calendar updates 

P.O. Box 446 
Hutto, TX 78634 

Check us out! 

www.thesandboxatmadeli

nesplace.org/ 

Find us! 

We’ve MOVED  

We are currently located at 

10700 S. FM 1660  

Hutto, TX 78634 

Like us! 

On Facebook:  

The Sandbox  

at Madeline's Places 

 

Follow us! 

On twitter: @TheSandbox4 

Instagram: _thesandbox4 

 

Call us! NEW PHONE  

512-365-4855 

Email us! 

sandboxatmadelines 

@gmail.com 

Snail mail us! 

PO Box 446, Hutto, TX 

78634 

http://facebook.com/The-Sandbox-At-Madelines-Place/346016705529874
http://facebook.com/The-Sandbox-At-Madelines-Place/346016705529874
http://www.twitter.com/TheSandbox4

