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Who We Are, What We Do, Why We Do It
Be Honest, Be Kind, Speak Up...It’s the motto behind The Sandbox
The motto here at The Sandbox is to Be Honest, Be Kind, Speak
Up and it’s what drives each opportunity we have with the young
people. We try to make this a part of every day by modeling it in
our behavior and reminding the students what it looks like in daily
life. This newsletter is an opportunity for us to share with you how
your financial contributions, thoughts and encouragement are impacting young people in our area.
“I cannot change the world alone, but I can cast a stone across
the waters to create many ripples.” Mother Teresa
Thank you for being a ripple across the “waters” we are reaching!

Outside the walls of the Sandbox…
Some of our teens from Hutto High School are showing acts of
kindness to the staff and teachers they encounter each day. “It’s a way to remind the
adults in our lives that what they do is appreciated and that they are doing a good
job.” –Hayden Logiudice (14, Freshman)
This month they put together a little treat
attached to an encouraging note to say
“Thanks” to the HHS Staff. After receiving her treat, high school teacher Melissa
Hollingsworth had this to say, “I feel like,
as high school
teachers, we
are often forgotten. Getting that little note was a
nice reminder that what we do here
matters. And, it was a great pick me
up to help finish out the week before
spring break, which is always a difficult week.” The students are considering other ways to bridge the gap between student and staff and
create an environment that continues fostering relationships of mutual respect, trust and joy.
What’s happening at the Sandbox…
We are continuing to offer homework help, dinner and fun to students in middle school on Tuesdays and high school on Thursdays.
Last fall we proudly showed you our van that we were able to pur-

chase thanks to a grant we had received. We are happy to say that
after a few short weeks of picking students up, the van is currently
full on Tuesdays, which is when we pick those up who reserve a
seat. Between the two nights, we are serving about 120 kids a
month. A few weeks ago some of our young people decided to
build sand castles in our sand volleyball court. One young man
says, “I’ve never been to a beach, so I thought it would be fun to
try to build a sand castle here.”
Often times you can find these
students shooting hoops, singing
karaoke, playing hide a seek or
making up games as they think of
them and even creating a “treasure
hunt” by creating a map and
burying various items in the
sand volleyball court. Our
homework helps night has truly
become an opportunity for
young people to come together with no expectations of one another, no preconceived ideas about one another, just a safe place
to come and have fun, get some help on homework when
needed and really be who they are. Sometimes they even break
out their band instruments to do a little practicing or get creative
and tape themselves up with scotch tape. Finally, several teens
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Program empowers teens to reach out for help
Hi there everyone! I’d like to introduce
myself to you. My name is Leigh
Walker, I am compassionate, I like to
help, I’m caring and considerate. I consider myself a good person. I’m a mom.
I’m a wife. I probably stress about little
things too much and wear my feelings on
my shoulder far more than I care to admit. I like to nurture things and watch
them grow; from my own kids and relationships to flowers & herbs. I love to
bake (and my waist line shows it!) and
refurbish furniture, bringing things back Leigh Walker
to life. I think I’m pretty good at putting
myself in someone else’s shoes to try to
see any situation from their perspective.
I volunteer at the Sandbox because I want to be part of the bigger
picture in the world, starting with my family, and extending to the
community, helping to make a difference however and whenever I
can. Through conversations, advice, helping hand, or lending ear, I
believe every little thing we do in this world matters. Monetary
donations, time, hugs, compassion, listening ear; every little thing
we do matters. Put simply, I care, and I want to help anyone I can
whenever I can. I believe in karma and fate, and I believe you get
what you give - kindness, helping hand, kind words, a smile – nothing is too small.

The Sandbox is financially supported through contributions made
by very generous people, like you! We live, breath and operate
solely based on those contributions. Our long term vision is to have
a permanent home where we can continue investing in the lives of
young people and expand our reach with opportunities we can provide, that means land to build on and the building to build!

 click the donate button on our webpage, set
up your monthly donations
 find out if your company offers an employee
match to your non-profit of choice
 attend one of our fundraisers
 find out if your employer allows time off to
volunteer in your community
 become a mentor
 offer to carpool young people looking for a
way to attend our activities

My ask of everyone is that they make time for someone in some
way every day. Find something you’re passionate about and believe in, and be passionate about it. Be Kind. Be Honest. Speak
Up.
Leigh Walker joined the Sandbox as a volunteer in the summer of
2014. She joined the Board of Directors in September of 2016. The
Sandbox at Madeline’s Place greatly appreciates her time and
commitment to the young people and to carrying out its mission.

Teen Center (cont…)
hopped in the van and traveled to Dell Children’s Hospital to offer a
break from some of its patients and do crafts with them.
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Sandbox News

Prom Extravaganza 2018 and HHS Military Ball
For the third year in a row, The Sandbox at Madeline’s Place hosted
Prom Extravaganza. Gowns, makeup, hair, photos, tuxedos, prom
tickets, nails, dinner and so much more! You may know someone or
be personally aware of the monumental cost to attend a special and
memorable event such as prom and/or military balls. Often, that cost
hinders a student’s ability to participate. At the Sandbox, we take
monetary donations to purchase gift cards for tuxedo rentals and to
supplement the cost of the prom ticket, we collect evening gowns/
prom dresses and donations from local businesses for gift cards to
hair and nail salons. We set aside one day and make appointments
for those who can’t attend the shopping day and invite high school
juniors and seniors to come “shop” for FREE, enjoy some treats and
get excited about an opportunity they otherwise may not have had.
Thank you to The Studio of Hutto and The Salons at the Domain for
donating hair and nail certificates this year! Our hope is to continue
expanding by adding accessories, handbags and shoes to our “store”.
We were also able to extend our dress shopping to the young ladies
participating in the Military Ball through Hutto High School’s Air
Force Junior ROTC program. Between the two occasions, we assisted nearly thirty students.
Note…we are still taking donations to support this event. If you
feel so led to contribute, visit our go fund me page at https://
www.gofundme.com/2018-prom-extravaganza

We have a variety of shapes, styles, sizes and colors! There is
sure to be something for everyone!

Winter fun at the Sandbox

The Sandbox hosted the JV2 Baseball Team Dinner after their practice one day. Here the boys are playing basketball on the
hoop we were able to purchase through a grant we received. They also enjoyed washers, sand volleyball and a meal together.
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P.O. Box 446
Hutto, TX 78634
Check us out!
www.thesandboxatmadeli
nesplace.org/
Find us!
We are behind
The Fellowship Church
Hutto
6655 US HWY 79
Like us!
On Facebook:
The Sandbox
at Madeline's Places

Follow us!
On twitter: @TheSandbox4
Instagram: _thesandbox4
Call us!
512-642-6342
Email us!
sandboxatmadelines
@gmail.com
Snail mail us!
PO Box 446, Hutto, TX
78634

A Few UPCOMING EVENTS
april

may

Tuesdays
MS Grades & Grub

Tuesdays
MS Grades & Grub

4:30 - 7:30 PM

4:30 - 7:30 PM

Thursdays
HS Grades & Grub

Thursdays
HS Grades & Grub
4:30 - 7:30 PM

4:30 - 7:30 PM

JUNE
STAY TUNED TO OUR WEBSITE FOR
SUMMER EVENTS

middle schoolers catch a ride
on Tuesdays to the sandbox to
eat! study! hang out!
Check our website and Facebook page for calendar updates

